
“The bible was written 
for us but not to us”

Dr. John Walton

- when we attempt to re-interpret the message of the original author & we do an “end-
around” straight to God, we are violating the authority given to the author by God 
Himself

Greek vs Hebrew
Two ways of thinking, a world apart

- Greek (Western) questions can’t be answered by Hebrew (Eastern) authors 



Better questions 
lead to better 

answers

- this does not mean that some questions are silly and some are more intellectual in a 
way that puffs up, but that all of our questions can be ever more better informed as we 
learn and grow

What does it mean 
to exist?

- Does material, physical make-up constitute existence? e.g. company & chair 
- In ANE thought, existence is functional, not merely material 

Order vs Chaos

CHAOS/ 

Disorder 
Non-

order Order

- These status’ do not have a moral quality, but are status’ of functionality or non-
functionality 



Possible questions

What kind of creation 
account is this?

- If Genesis 1 is not telling a story of material creation, then what kind of creation is 
this? 

- house story vs. home story

What is God’s purpose 
in creating the earth?

Science or 
narrative?

- The creation story is a poem, not a lab report 
- Remember that easterners communicate through images  
- It is about creating (whatever that means) and resting (whatever that means)



Genesis 1  
as Poetry

- Chiasm 
- True learning doesn’t happen through facts ands supporting evidence, but 

through discovery of things buried in the story…it’s engagement over 
regurgitation 



Days 1-3
Hashem establishes functions

- house story vs. home story 
- buying/building a new house and moving in but boxes are unpacked (non-

order) 
- Naming & separating is a creative process

Days 4-6
Hashem Installs functionaries

Day 6
Genesis 1:26-31 (TLV) 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, after Our likeness! Let them rule over 
the fish of the sea, over the flying creatures 

of the sky, over the livestock, over the whole 
earth, and over every crawling creature 
that crawls on the land.” 27 God created 

humankind in His image, in the image of God He 
created him, male and female He created them.

- Man/humanity (adam) 
- Image (tselem) 
- Similar to the earth & sky creatures, humanity has the function of being fruitful & 

multiplying but we also have a function in relation to the creatures (dominion) 
- Thus, all of creation functions in relationship to humanity and humanity serves 

creation as God’s vice-regent (ambassador) 
- In other ANE accounts, creation is set up to serve the gods, but here, creation is not 

for God, but for humans 
- In other ANE accts, people bring creation to deity 
- Here, humankind is the image of God, representing God to creation 



- Manufacturers in a plant vs sales staff

Day 6
28 God blessed them and God said to them, “Be 

fruitful and multiply, fill the land, and 
conquer it. Rule over the fish of the sea, the 
flying creatures of the sky, and over every 

animal that crawls on the land.” 

29 Then God said, “I have just given you every 
green plant yielding seed that is on the 

surface of the whole land, and every tree, 
which has the fruit of a tree yielding seed. They 

are to be food for you.

Day 6
30 Also for every wild animal, every flying 

creature of the sky and every creature 
that crawls on the land which has life, 
every green plant is to be food.” And it 

happened so. 31 So God saw everything that 
He made, and behold it was very good. 

So there was evening and there was 
morning—the sixth day.

- Tov meod (very good)



Day 7
Genesis 2:1-3 (TLV) 

1 So the heavens and the earth were completed 
along with their entire array. 2 God completed

—on the seventh day—His work that He made, 
and He ceased—on the seventh day—from all 
His work that He made. 3 Then God blessed the 

seventh day and sanctified it, for on it He 
ceased from all His work that God created for 

the purpose of preparing.

- Gen. 1:1 & Gen. 2:1 as literary brackets 
- If Genesis 1 is a lab report, then day 7 seems to be out of place, nothing more than 

an add-on 
- An ancient reader would instantly recognize what this story is…a temple text 
- What is divine rest? 

- Rest is the result of chaos being ordered, stability being achieved, things 
have “settled down”  

- The God Who knows when to say, “Enough” 
- Where does deity rest? 

- In a temple, and only in a temple 
- Why is understanding & practicing the sabbath a key to understanding the whole 

mission and message of the Bible?

Exodus 20:8-11 (TLV)
8 “Remember Yom Shabbat, to keep it holy. 9 You are 
to work six days, and do all your work, 10 but the 
seventh day is a Shabbat to Adonai your God. In it 

you shall not do any work—not you, nor your 
son, your daughter, your male servant, your 

female servant, your cattle, nor the outsider 
that is within your gates. 11 For in six 

days Adonai made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 

Thus Adonai blessed Yom Shabbat, and made it 
holy.



Exodus 31:12-17 (TLV)
12 Then Adonai spoke to Moses saying, 13 “Speak 

now to Bnei-Yisrael saying, ‘Surely you must 
keep My Shabbatot, for it is a sign between Me 

and you throughout your generations, so you 
may know that I am Adonai who sanctifies 

you. 14 Therefore you are to keep the Shabbat, 
because it is holy for you. Everyone who 

profanes it will die, for whoever does any 
work during Shabbat, that soul will be cut off 

from the midst of his people.

15 Work is to be done for six days, but on the 
seventh day is a Shabbat of complete rest, 

holy to Adonai. Whoever does any work on 
the Shabbat will surely be put to 

death. 16 So Bnei-Yisrael is to keep the Shabbat, 
to observe the Shabbat throughout their 

generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a 
sign between Me and Bnei-Yisrael forever, for 
in six days Adonai made heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day He ceased from work and 

rested.’”

Deuteronomy 12:10 (TLV)

10 But when you cross over the Jordan 
and settle in the land that Adonai your 
God enables you to inherit, and He gives 
you rest from all your enemies around 

you, you will dwell in safety.



Joshua 21:44 (TLV)

44 Then Adonai gave them rest on all 
sides, just as He had sworn to their 

fathers. Not one man of all their 
enemies withstood them, 

for Adonai gave all their enemies into 
their hand.

Joshua 23:1 (TLV)

23 Now it came about after many days, 
when Adonai had given rest to Israel 

from all their enemies around them, and 
Joshua was old and advanced in years,

Psalm 132:7-8 (TLV)

7 Let us go into His dwelling place, 

let us bow at His footstool. 

8 Arise, Adonai, to Your resting place— 

You, and the Ark of Your might.

- menucha (מְנוּחָה)  
- Resting place 
- Fully arriving



Psalm 132:13-14 (TLV)

13 For Adonai has chosen Zion, 

He has desired it for His dwelling: 

14 “This is My resting place forever. 

Here I dwell, for I have desired it.

1 Kings 8:65-66 (TLV)
65 So Solomon and all Israel with him 

celebrated the Festival at that time—a great 
congregation from the entrance of Hamath 

to the Wadi of Egypt—before Adonai Eloheinu, 
seven days and then seven more days—14 days 
in all. 66 On the eighth day he sent the people 
away, and they blessed the king and went to 

their tents joyful and glad of heart over all 
the goodness that Adonai had shown to His 

servant David and to His people Israel.

2 Chronicles 7:8-10 (TLV)
8 At that time, Solomon observed the feast for 

seven days and all Israel with him—a very great 
assembly from Lebo-hamath to the Brook of Egypt. 

9 On the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, 
for they had celebrated the dedication of the 

altar for seven days and the feast for seven 
days. 10 On the 23rd day of the seventh month he 
sent the people away to their tents, joyful and 

glad of heart for the goodness that Adonai had 
done for David, Solomon and Israel His people.

- Solomon gathered the materials and built the physical structure for years before 
the inauguration 

- The inauguration ceremony takes 7 days 
- A building becomes a temple 
- A house becomes a home


