“The bible was written
for us but not to us”
Dr. John Walton

Greek vs Hebrew
Two ways of thinking, a world apart

Possible questions
•What is the level and nature of god’s
involvement in the world?
•What is god’s relationship to the cosmos? Is he
manifested within it? Is he controlling it from the
outside?

-

Little Jimmy asking about where he came from
The Theater
We are learning to ask better questions
Better questions lead to better answers

-

Will get to “in the beginning” in a second.
Now the earth…surface of the deep…
Creation ex nihilo?
“the beginning” refers to a period of time, not a point in time

-

Does material, physical make-up constitute existence? e.g. company & chair
In ANE thought, existence is functional, not merely material
E.g. saxophone

•Is there such a thing as the “natural” world?
•Is the account of creation the description of a
manufacturing process or the communication of
a concept?

Genesis 1:1 tlv
1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth
was chaos and waste, darkness was on
the surface of the deep, and the Ruach
Elohim was hovering upon the surface
of the water.

Created

What does it mean
to exist?

Genesis 1:1
ּבְֵראׁשִ֖ית ּבָָר֣א אֱֹלהִ֑ים אֵ֥ת הַׁשָּמַ֖יִם וְאֵ֥ת הָאֶָֽרץ
B’reisheet bara Elohim et hashamayim
v’haaretz
In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth

Created

ּבָָר֣א
bara: to shape, create
Transliteration: bara
Definition: to shape, create

Genesis 1:1
ַוְהָאֶָ֗רץ הָֽיְתָ֥ה תֹ֨הּו֙ וָבֹ֔הּו וְחׁ֖שְֶ עַל־ּפְנֵ֣י תְהֹ֑ום וְרּ֣וח
אֱֹלהִ֔ים מְַרחֶ֖פֶת עַל־ּפְנֵ֥י הַּמָֽיִם
Now the earth was chaos and waste,
darkness was on the surface of the
deep, and the Ruach Elohim was
hovering upon the surface of the water

-

Occurs about 50 times in TNK
Deity is always subject or implied subject (creation is a divine activity)
No occurrence demands a material object, but every occurrence demands a
functional object (purpose for which it is created is the focus)
ANE concept of creation = function
I DO BELIEVE that God created everything materially
curriculum, company, committee

Formless & Void

תֹ֨הּו֙ וָבֹ֔הּו

-

Occurs 20 times
David Tsumura translates as “unproductive”
Functionless, without purpose, unordered

tohu: formlessness, confusion,
unreality, emptiness
emptiness :bohu

Order vs Chaos

CHAOS/

Nonorder

Disorder

Order

Genesis 1:5 tlv
5 And God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the first
day.
Z

- These status’ do not have a moral quality, but are status’ of functionality or nonfunctionality

-

Why didn’t God call the light…”light”?
It’s not about light, but a period of light

Possible questions

- If Genesis 1 is not telling a story of material creation, then what kind of creation is
this?

What kind of creation
account is this?

What is God’s purpose
in creating the earth?

Science or
narrative?

-

The creation story is a poem, not a lab report
Remember that easterners communicate through images
It is about creating (whatever that means) and resting (whatever that means)
Chiasm
- True learning doesn’t happen through facts ands supporting evidence, but
through discovery of things buried in the story…it’s engagement over
regurgitation

Genesis 1 as poetry
Patterns
Rhythms, cadence, refrains
Numbers
3 days mirror 3 days
“Bara” appears in 3 different places
Last time 3x’s

Genesis 1 as poetry
Patterns of 7
First verse in Hebrew has 7 words
Second verse has 14 words
“earth” occurs 21 times
35 words in the 7th verse
“god” is mentioned 35 times

Genesis 1 as poetry
The Phrase “it was so appears 7x
“and God saw” appears 7x
Patterns of 10
“to make”
“according to its kind”

Genesis 1 as poetry
“and God said”
3x referencing people
7x referencing creatures
“let there be”
3x referencing the heavens
7x referencing the earth

ANCIENT COSMOLOGY
THE SHAPE OF THE COSMOS
ROLE OF DEITY
ORIGINS OF COSMOS & DEITY
DIVINE CONFLICT

-

Chiasm

-

If you count the Hebrew words, the center of the chiasm is the word
“moedim”
What is created on the center day? Heavenly lights…what’s there’d
function?
Why are the moedim so important?
- Who heard this first? Where? When?
- Egypt, slave, bricks
- Worth is tied to how many bricks you can make
- If you can’t perform, you get removed from the equation
- What happens to your wife & children?
- The very first lesson God teaches Israel is that their value does
not come from what you produce, but who God says you are
- What is the refrain over and over in Gen. 1?

ANCIENT COSMOLOGY
Features
NONFUNCTIONAL

•

SEPARATING

PRIMEVAL WATERS

•

CREATURES

NAMING

•

HUMAN BEINGS

Days 1-3
Hashem establishes functions

Day 1
Genesis 1:5 tlv
5 And God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the first
day.

-

Why didn’t God call the light…”light”?
It’s not about light, but a period of light

Day 1

-

God separated/distinguished light from day…a creative act

Genesis 1:4 (TLV)
4 God saw that the (period of) light was
good. So God distinguished the (period
of) light from the (period of) darkness.

Day 1
Genesis 1:3 (TLV)

-

3 Then God said, “Let there be (a period
of) light!” and there was (a period of)
light.

Day 1
Genesis 1:5 tlv

-

5 And God called the (Period of) light
Day, and the (period of) darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.

-

Anyone see a problem here? There’s light on day but when was the sun created?
(Day 4)
HaShem is being accredited with assigning function/order to what was in chaos/
disorder

What is the function?
- Time
What is the lesson?
- Before God began doing His ordering, there was a primordial darkness,
but He is the God of Light!
- Darkness (chaos/non-order/non-functional) may precede day, but it is
overcome by a period of light (day)
The message of Scripture is so much bigger than any time, era, culture, theological
or scientific understanding

Day 2
Genesis 1:6-8 (TLV)
6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the
midst of the water! Let it be for separating
water from water.” 7 So God made the expanse
and it separated the water that was below
the expanse from the water that was over the
expanse. And it happened so. 8 God called the
expanse “sky.” So there was evening and there
was morning—a second day.

-

Solid firmament for holding back cosmic waters
- (windows of heaven)
Function?
- A place for humans to live
- Weather/Rain/Water
- Too much or too little
- Right time vs. wrong time

Day 3
Genesis 1:9-13 T (TLV)
9 Then God said, “Let the water below
the sky be gathered to one place. Let
the dry ground appear.” And it
happened so. 10 God called the dry
ground “land,” and the collection of
the water He called “seas.” And God
saw that it was good.

Day 3
11 Then God said, “Let the land sprout grass,
green plants yielding seed, fruit trees making
fruit, each according to its species with seed
in it, upon the land.” And it happened so. 12 The
land brought forth grass, green plants
yielding seed, each according to its species,
and trees making fruit with the seed in it, each
according to its species. And God saw that it
was good. 13 So there was evening and there
was morning—a third day.

-

What is the function?
- Food
If this is a creation account in the way we’ve traditionally thought about it…what’s
the one thing missing from days 1-3?
- In the first three days He separates & names (giving function)
- In days 4-6 He fills, in the same order, what He previously separated
(installing functionaries)

Days 4-6
Hashem Installs functionaries

Day 4
Genesis 1:14-19 (TLV)
14 Then God said, “Let lights in the
expanse of the sky be for separating the
day from the night. They will be for
signs and for seasons and for days and
years. 15 They will be for lights in the
expanse of the sky to shine upon the
land.” And it happened so.

Day 4
16 Then God made the two great lights—the
greater light for dominion over the day,
and the lesser light as well as the stars for
dominion over the night. 17 God set them in
the expanse of the sky to shine on the land
18 and to have dominion over the day and
over the night and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. 19 So there was evening and there was
morning—a fourth day.

-

Does the text tell us about the material make-up of these heavenly lights?
It links their functions to Day 1
Who do they function for?

Day 5
Genesis 1:20-23 (TLV)
20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures! Let flying
creatures fly above the land across the
expanse of the sky.” 21 Then God created the
large sea creatures and every living creature
that crawls, with which the water swarms,
according to their species, as well as every
winged flying creature, according to their
species. And God saw that it was good.

Day 5

-

the word “bara” used here the first time since v. 1
- The large sea creatures
- Deep, still water is chaos/non-order; a threat to order
- Unlike other ANE creation stories, our creation story does not involve a
cosmic warfare. ALL creatures are under God’s control, even those that
are in a system of non-order

-

How does the land “bring forth” animals?
- Not very scientific
- “come from”
- Little Jimmy

22 Then God blessed them by saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the water
in the seas. Let the flying creatures
multiply on the land.” 23 So there was
evening and there was morning—a fifth
day.

Day 6
Genesis 1:24-25 (TLV)
24 Then God said, “Let the land bring forth
living creatures according to their species—
livestock, crawling creatures and wild
animals, according to their species.” And it
happened so. 25 God made the wild animals
according to their species, the livestock
according to their species, and everything
that crawls on the ground, each according to
its species. And God saw that it was good.

Day 6
Genesis 1:26-31 (TLV)
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image, after Our likeness! Let them rule over
the fish of the sea, over the flying creatures
of the sky, over the livestock, over the whole
earth, and over every crawling creature
that crawls on the land.” 27 God created
humankind in His image, in the image of God He
created him, male and female He created them.

Day 6
28 God blessed them and God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply, fill the land, and
conquer it. Rule over the fish of the sea, the
flying creatures of the sky, and over every
animal that crawls on the land.”
29 Then God said, “I have just given you every
green plant yielding seed that is on the
surface of the whole land, and every tree,
which has the fruit of a tree yielding seed. They
are to be food for you.

-

Man/humanity (adam)
Image (tselem)
Similar to the earth & sky creatures, humanity has the function of being fruitful &
multiplying but we also have a function in relation to the creatures (dominion)
We also have a function as it relates to God as they are made in His image
Thus, all of creation functions in relationship to humanity and humanity serves
creation as God’s vice-regent (ambassador)
In other ANE accounts, creation is set up to serve the gods, but here, creation is not
for God, but for humans
- In other ANE accts, people bring creation to deity
- Here, humankind is the image of God, representing God to creation
- Manufacturers in a plant vs sales staff

Day 6
30 Also for every wild animal, every flying
creature of the sky and every creature
that crawls on the land which has life,
every green plant is to be food.” And it
happened so. 31 So God saw everything that
He made, and behold it was very good.
So there was evening and there was
morning—the sixth day.

Day 7
Genesis 2:1-3 (TLV)
1 So the heavens and the earth were completed
along with their entire array. 2 God completed
—on the seventh day—His work that He made,
and He ceased—on the seventh day—from all
His work that He made. 3 Then God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, for on it He
ceased from all His work that God created for
the purpose of preparing.

- Tov meod (very good)

